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A message from Dottie Jordan… 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
The summer winds down and before a new school year is upon us, it’s time to stop and smell the 
basil.  And the lavender.  It’s also a time to reflect on what a wonderful season it has been for the 
children of MKCCC and for the Center as a whole.  I’m reminded of the wonder of it all as I walk 
through our gardens.  Sunflower seeds, planted last Fall with the help of IBM volunteers, grew into 
a beautiful sunflower in the preschool gardens, shown at right.  Also last Fall, the preschool 
children wondered, “what would happen if we left a pumpkin to rot in the soil until Spring?”  The 
result?  We have two large pumpkins growing.  Can Halloween be far behind? 

 
Every year for over 25 years, I have watched infants 
grow into toddlers, toddlers into preschoolers, 
preschoolers into school-age children and later on, 
those children grow into High School students who 
return to MKCCC as volunteers.  While we adults 
try to turn back the hands of time, our children 
remind us of how fast those hands really are!  These 
days, I am marveling at the fact that we have a few children enrolled in our program, 
who are second-generation MKCCC students.  Time flies!  This Fall, MKCCC will have 
160 children enrolled in two Infant Rooms, two Toddler Rooms and five Preschool 
Rooms, in response to an increased demand for preschoolers.  The enrollment in our 
school-age programs remains consistent. 
 

We saw many friends this summer, as we like to do, thanks to special events such as 
Pre-school Graduation, Sparkle for a Cause at Crabtree’s Kittle House, our Peace Pole 
Ceremony, Ben & Jerry’s Benefit Scoop Night and our Annual Family Picnic.  Thank you 
to all who dined, laughed and celebrated with us these last months – we look forward to 
seeing you more often. 
 
The summer ends and fall begins with Feed Me Fresh: An Edible Evening, our 
signature fundraiser, on Saturday, September 22nd at Ivanna Farms.  We hope you will 
join us this year as we honor Frances and Isidoro Albanese of Frannie’s Goodie Shop 
& Bellizzi and Curtis Beusman, an MKCCC Board Member who is also the Founder of 
Curtis Instruments and the Saw Mill Club.  Funds raised at “Feed Me Fresh” will support 
our Scholarship Program, which provides tuition assistance to children enrolled at 
MKCCC.  For more than 40 years, MKCCC has provided this assistance, which gives 
children from all backgrounds access to our high-quality early care and education 

program, while also allowing their parents to continue to work and provide stability for their families.  This program, which provided 
over $750,000 in scholarships in 2011, is vital to the working families of our community, and is the cornerstone of our mission.  Please 
join us! 

           With deep appreciation,  
 
 
Dottie Jordan  
Executive Director  
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News from the Classrooms 
The INFANTS took advantage of all the sunny days that 
Spring and Summer brought, taking stroller rides in the 
community during which they saw and heard birds, found a 
caterpillar, and some butterflies, too!  When the warmer days 
of summer arrived, the infants were active with water play, 
splashing in the sprinkler and pouring water out at our water 
table.  They also enjoyed body painting on paper and going on 
walks to explore rocks, flowers, bugs and leaves.   
 
 

The TODDLERS were busy this 
season learning about all kinds of 
animals – pets, zoo and farm 
animals.  In July, staff from Sea 
Wonders visited with the children, 
bringing sea life to the classrooms (a real crab was crawling across 
the floor of the gross motor room!) and our friends from the 
Nature of Things brought a duck, a frog, a snake and a 
chinchilla for the children to learn about and touch!  Like the 
infants, water was also a theme that the toddlers recently 
explored.  Toddlers have been talking a lot about water and its 
importance - how we need to drink it and water our plants 
with it.  They kept cool in the sprinklers, but not surprisingly, had 
the most fun going on the bus to the pool in town!   
 

 
The PRE-SCHOOL children studied bugs, fairy 
tales/storybooks, shapes, manners, motorcycles and scuba 
diving this season, in addition to tending their gardens in 
which carrots, cabbage, pumpkins, eggplant and beans are 
growing.  In June, the children were the “opening act” at The 
Guthrie Concert for Families and did a phenomenal job 
performing several Woody Guthrie classics.  MKCCC parent, 
Mr. Neil, has been visiting with the children regularly this 
summer, getting them physically fit through his own version 
of Pre-K “boot camp.”  And finally, the preschoolers had a fun 
summer Feed Me Fresh experience, making mint chocolate chip 
ice cream (with home-grown mint from our gardens) in the 
classrooms, with help from their volunteer friends at Ben & 
Jerry’s. 
 

 
When we asked the SCHOOL-AGE children 
what their highlight of the summer was, there 
were so many things – they couldn’t decide!  
Many of them were given the wonderful 
opportunity of a private tour of a local exotic 
animal farm at the private estate of friends of 
MKCCC.  There were a dizzying array of rare 
exotic animals on the 54-acre Bedford Corners 
estate, including camels, zebras, lemurs, 
flamingos and peacocks.  The children had a 
wonderful time observing animal behavior; 
they even got to feed grapes to the lemurs and 

apples to the camels!  The children also visited 
SplashDown, Mad Science, The Liberty 
Science Center and Red Rooster.  Our 
summer program for the School-Age children 
ended with a JEWEL art exhibition in our 
courtyard.  Children and Seniors from My Second 
Home collaborated on a number of art projects 
inspired by artists and history. 
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Scan the QR code below with your 
smartphone to visit our website: 

 

 
 

 

http://www.mkccc.org/
mailto:info@mkccc.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The boys and girls of summer 
at Mount Kisco Child Care Center 

 

 

Diane Listwan Retires 
In July we said goodbye to our employee and friend, 
Diane Listwan.  For those of you who visited 
MKCCC on weekday mornings since 2008, Diane’s 
was a friendly face greeting our families and guests 
each day.  We wish her the very best in her 
retirement, which she plans to spend with her 
children and grandchildren. 
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Feed Me Fresh: An Edible Evening 
to benefit Mount Kisco Child Care Center 

Saturday, September 22, 2012 | 7:00 – 11:00 PM 
Ivanna Farms | 153 Wood Road at Croton Lake Road | Bedford Corners, NY 

 
Out 8th Annual Feed Me Fresh: An Edible Evening, is a one-of-a-kind tasting celebration, featuring offerings from 

Northern Westchester’s top restaurants and chefs, fine wines, great friends, cocktails, music and dancing. 
It is a night to celebrate the fantastic flavors that our best local farmers and chefs have to offer, all to benefit the children 

and programs of Mount Kisco Child Care Center. 
Please join us under the tent on the beautiful grounds of Ivanna Farms in Bedford Corners!   

 
All funds raised at this event will be used to provide scholarships to children 

enrolled at MKCCC whose families have limited resources 
 
 

Pictured (left to right): Our Master of Ceremonies, Actor John Bedford Lloyd, with Feed Me Fresh: An Edible Evening Honorees  
Frances and Isidoro Albanese and Curtis Beusman, MKCCC Executive Director Dottie Jordan, and committee members 

Kelly Sullivan, Fran Osborne and Clark Robson photographed at Ivanna Farms on August 2, 2012. 
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