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Mount Kisco Child Care Center (MKCCC) provides high quality, affordable
care and early education to a diverse group of children in a safe, healthy

environment through innovative and developmentally appropriate
programming.
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Mission



    As I think back on 2020, there were more
challenges than I could have imagined, but I like
to think that we live in a world of solutions, rather
than problems. So, we danced in the rain!!
      Thanks to the generosity of supporters such
as the United Way, we provided meals for
families who were facing food insecurity. When we
needed additional PPE for our teachers and staff,
Curtis Instruments showed up with masks. In
response to a need for increased deep cleaning
costs, our friends from the Westchester
Community Foundation stepped up to provide
cleaning materials. Essential workers needed child
care and we were here to provide child care. For
children staying home with their parents during
the early days of the pandemic, we provided
remote learning opportunities. These same
children needed to sing and dance throughout the
spring and summer and Mr. Graham (Clarke)
came to the rescue. Donors and friends in the
community continued their generous support all
year to ensure that we can continue to operate in
the manner to which we are all accustomed.
       While there were challenges, there were also
many joyful moments. I loved watching dads and
moms participate in Zoom "show and tell" with
their children under blanket forts. I loved how
excited the children were to see each other, even
if it was only on a screen. I loved how the teachers
pulled together to make this work for every child
and every family.

DAWN MEYERSKI,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

I loved that Ruth, MKCCC’s Social Worker,
was in touch with every family, making sure
that they had what they needed. When they
didn’t, she did her best to get it for them. I
loved that our County Legislator, our Board,
and our parents showed up to provide lunches
for the staff to make sure they knew how
much they were appreciated.
       Each night before I go to sleep, I thank
my lucky stars that I live in such an amazing
community. A community where we didn’t even
have to ask, people just showed up to help! 
       Today, we continue to dance, but we are
looking forward to the sunshine! Here’s to a
brighter tomorrow!
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"Life is not about how you survive the storm; it's about
how you dance in the rain." - Vivian Greene



MKCCC BY THE
NUMBERS

$681,230
In tuition assistance to 139 children

Average annual scholarship:
$6,193
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MKCCC has served over 6,500
children in 50 years.

Up to 200 children come through our doors each year! 
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132,000
Hours of care
over 50 years

15,000
Dirty Diapers

14,750
Days on the
Playground

6,500
Bright smiles



Who We Served in 2020 98% resided 
in Westchester

24.3% emergent
English

14.5% Special
Needs or
received
services

67.8% received
a scholarship

23% received
a county
subsidy 

21.1% single
parent

households

7 qualified for
Head Start

51.4% of our
children are

sibling groups of
2 or more
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The overall objective of the MKCCC Scholarship
Program is to provide all children with access to

affordable, safe, high-quality, early care and
education. We do this by providing partial scholarship

support to the most fragile and at-risk families,
particularly those of low-income or single-family
households, with the critical goal of preparing
children for a successful future. The low-income

families MKCCC assists would not otherwise have the
opportunities of this comprehensive support which
includes resources, including our social worker and

registered nurse, for the whole family.
The community need for more scholarship funding for
high-quality early care and education in Westchester
County remains acute. MKCCC’s low-income families
continue to face the challenges of remaining eligible

for and maintaining a county subsidy, which still
doesn't cover the full cost of care.



51.3%
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Average number of
years at MKCCC
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Teacher to Child ratio
  Infants: 3:8
  Toddler: 3:10
  PreK: 3:16
  School Age: 5:40

Caucasion 52.6%
 
Hispanic 32.2%

African-American 7.2%
 
Asian-American 7.9%

48.7%

Demographics



     As of March 2021, we are proud to report that
MKCCC has been operating continuously during
the Covid-19 crisis. Directed by governmental and
licensing guidelines, and best safety practices, we
initially limited attendance to children of essential
workers and other families in emergencies. Of
note, 20 of the children enrolled at MKCCC have
parents who work at Northern Westchester
Hospital, CareMount Medical, or other medical
practices. They have regularly attended since the
outbreak. Throughout the crisis, we have been
available to any family who needs us.

Covid-19 Response
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20
Children of essential

medical workers

6,480 
meals to 

45
 families

 80%
More hours of

service for school
age than last year
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     To support more working families as they managed remote or hybrid school
schedules, we provided full daycare for more children and met their school-
mandated virtual learning needs. Currently, 28 children who are also enrolled in our
school-age program are attending the Center’s remote learning program, which
offers eight additional hours of care and programming each day. As of September
2020, we have provided approximately 80% more hours of 
service than last year. Thirteen of these children were new to 
the center and enrolled exclusively into the remote program. We
are currently supporting students from seven different school 
districts.
     We are also collaborating with the School Districts, the 
NYSDOH, and The Children’s School for Early 
Development to deliver Special Education
Services to children with special needs. These
services are being provided virtually but require a great 
deal of MKCCC teacher support to work with the therapists 
and keep children engaged to successfully implement the 
IEPs (individual educational plans) and IFSPs (Individual 
Family Service Plan- for children under age three).
     As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, we have witnessed 
more MKCCC families struggling with increased food 
insecurity due to long-term unemployment and 
underemployment. From April through July, we provided meals created by our own
MKCCC chef two nights per week to any family who requested one. We provided 45
families with a total of 6,480 individual meals using the produce from our gardens.
We are grateful to Tommy Calandrucci and Gianni Piccolino of Stone Fire and
Basilico restaurants, who are long-time supporters of Mount Kisco Child Care Center
through their participation in Feed Me Fresh: An Edible Evening for the past 14
years. They helped us provide a third meal to families each week. We were also so
fortunate to work with another local organization, 914Cares, to provide diapers and
wipes to our families as well.



Unfortunately, our JEWEL program was temporarily put on
hold in 2020 as our children and older adults could not

participate in activities in the same space. However, we were
not to be deterred and created virtual programming such as
virtual bingo, music classes, and yoga that allowed children
and elders to bond, create memories, and share in some fun
experiences through this unusual and difficult time. We look

forward to reuniting the groups in person again in 2021 when
My Second Home reopens.

JEWEL
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*Photo taken pre-pandemic



MKCCC has been on the forefront of sustainability
and nutrition education for children with its

signature Feed Me Fresh (“FMF”) Program, a
comprehensive garden-to-table nutrition education
program. With input from nutritionists, teachers,

chefs, and farmers, FMF couples hands-on farming
units with cooking classes based on seasonal

offerings from our playground gardens to create
well-rounded, developmentally appropriate

activities and projects for each age group. As an
added bonus, the gardens also provide a place for
our children to team up with their JEWEL elders

and work together to create a beautiful space filled
with delicious snacks to share.

The curriculum is supported and reinforced by an in-
house FMF Food Service team that provides fresh,

healthy, homemade meals and snacks through
sustainable methods while supporting local

agriculture whenever possible. Parents and families
also participate through family dinner nights,

sharing recipes used in the classroom, and
volunteering to work in the gardens.

Providing fresh produce and farm fresh learning for
over 17 years!

Feed Me Fresh
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Our Classrooms

In our infant rooms, we create a warm,
nurturing environment that acts as an
extension of our infants' homes. Infants are
provided with daily opportunities that
encourage social and emotional development,
speech and language, cognitive growth, and
fine and gross motor development through
group and independent activities. We even
use basic American Sign Language to provide
avenues of communication to our youngest
children. 

Toddlers love to explore the world around
them. The toddler rooms are designed to
allow children to use all of their senses to
learn and grow. Toddlers are engaged in
activities and experiences designed to meet
their emerging skills in language, socialization
and personal autonomy. In addition, the
toddlers have their own playground, a place
where they can run and jump and climb and
develop those large motor skills as well. 

Infants

Toddlers
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Our preschool is a mixed 3, 4, and 5 year-
old age group. We think it makes sense to
teach children developmentally rather than
chronologically. Each child comes in with
different experiences and skill sets. Lesson
plans are written to prepare children for
Kindergarten in ways that are play based
and developmentally appropriate. We use
the Creative Curriculum, which is a child-
initiated curriculum. Children learn best
when they are learning about the things
that they are interested in. All lesson plans
cover all content areas necessary for school
success; literacy, math, science, and social
studies.

Our school age program consists of our
before and after school programs as well as
the newly added, remote schooling program.
Our before and after school programs provide
a place where students can get homework
help and unwind from the day via socializing
with friends, playing games, and taking part
in diverse, engaging programming such as
Feed Me Fresh, where they maintain their
class gardens, prepare fun, healthy snacks,
and manage their own "farm stand". Our new
remote learning program, added due to
Covid, provides a place where remote students
have access to the resources they need to
focus on their studies during the day and
provides support from MKCCC staff that
allows them to be successful.  

Pre-K

School Age
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Summer Camp
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MKCCC offers a full-day, 8-week summer camp program for
Kindergarten through 5th grade. Each day is a new day, filled with fun

activities such as:

Hiking

Swimming
Martial Arts

Gardening

Dancing

Art Crafts
Cooking

Music

Field Trips
Games

Guest 
Performers
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ADMINISTRATION

Dawn Meyerski, Executive Director
Patty Black, Director of Fundraising
Helen Bock, Director of Communications
    & Strategic Partnerships
Steve Mustacchi, Director of Finance
    & Operations
Tami Albanese, Receptionist
Sarah Bryant, Office Manager
Meghan MacEnroe, Development Associate
Ingrid Hernandez, Administrative Assistant
Ruth Goodman, Social Worker
Suzanne Heyer, Nurse 
 
INFANT PROGRAM
 
Stacey Ford, Supervisor
Liz Hernandez, Head Teacher
Victoria Rivera, Head Teacher
Katherine Cabrera, Assistant Teacher
Jaclyn Caruso, Assistant Teacher
Victoria Fields, Assistant Teacher
Naomi Kamerman, Assistant Teacher
 
TODDLER PROGRAM
 
Vanessa Kardos, Supervisor
Jessica Campoverde, Head Teacher
Deja Spruill, Head Teacher
Santana Alers, Assistant Teacher
Brianna Flynn, Assistant Teacher

MKCCC Staff
Brooke Canno, Assistant Teacher
Shaire Gadson, Assistant Teacher
Ryan Martin, Assistant Teacher
Kailey McMaster, Assistant Teacher
Evelyn Ramirez, Assistant Teacher

PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
 
Laura Rubin, Supervisor
Sloane Hinkley, Head Teacher
Kerry Wilson, Head Teacher
Alessandra Alvarado, Assistant
Teacher
Gabriella Cerutti, Assistant Teacher
Kimberly Diggs, Assistant Teacher
Timothy Meyerski, Assistant
Teacher
Susan Sobel, Assistant Teacher
Ebony Solomon, Assistant Teacher

 
SCHOOL AGE PROGRAM
 
Stacey Ford, Supervisor
Melissa Dalling, EMC Assistant
Teacher
Devon Grimes, Assistant Teacher
Kathy LaRosa Lach, Assistant
Teacher
Rich Monetti, Assistant Teacher
Emma Flores, Assistant Teacher
Nicole Kastan, Assistant Teacher

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
 
Katie Dionne, Assistant Teacher
Alexandra Picone, Assistant
Teacher
Jennifer Rosenblum, Assistant
Teacher
Saranda Samilaj, Assistant Teacher
Dana Vasile, Assistant Teacher
 
FEED ME FRESH KITCHEN
 
Michael Bochar, Kitchen Manager
Laurie Feldstein, Head Cook
Maria Garcia, Kitchen Assistant
Mike Maron, Kitchen Assistant
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Behind the Scenes

 
     Our kitchen team is committed to providing as much whole,
natural food as possible. We make every effort to purchase food
from local farms to support local agriculture. 
     Mike and Laurie help oversee our Seed To Table nutrition
Curriculum called Feed Me Fresh. Every classroom has their own
garden bed and they plant and harvest the same food the kitchen
uses to make lunches.
     Although currently on hold due to Covid-19, on Thursdays
every classroom does a cooking activity to support whatever they
are planting or harvesting.
     We have children eating and enjoying foods we never thought
they would even try!

 

     Our social worker, Ruth Goodman, LMSW, has been MKCCC’s
Social Worker for the last 14 years. She helps families with any
issues ranging from "I can’t get my child to sleep at night," to "My
partner and I are getting a divorce and I don’t know how to talk
about that with my 3 year old." Ruth is also a powerful advocate
for our low-income families, helping them navigate eligibility
requirements and the application process for county subsidies.
     Registered Nurse, Suzanne Heyer, develops our health plan
and ensures that every child is immunized and up to date. Both
Ruth and Suzanne have been invaluable to our families during
the past year.

In addition to our incredible teachers, we
have a phenomenal support team!

Health Office

Food Service
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In Memoriam

Martha Nierenberg - MKCCC Co-Founder
and Former MKCCC Board President

Linda Mahon - Former MKCCC Board President
and MKCCC Board Member

Ferd Vetare - Former MKCCC Board President

Cobb Stewart - Former MKCCC Board Member

Maggie Kolvenbach - Longtime Volunteer
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Testimonials

"Yesterday, when I went to pick up the food at the daycare, Ruth (MKCCC Social Worker) let me know
that it was the last one. I just wanted to thank you and the rest of the staff for providing these meals at
all and especially for as long as you did. The emotional relief that these meals brought was tremendous.

Me and my husband really struggled managing our jobs and taking care of our daughter when the
daycare wasn't open full time. My job had no understanding of the situation and still doesn't. That,
coupled with the loss of our small support network of just my mom, made things very difficult. These

meals took a huge weight off of our shoulders during that difficult time. I commend you for keeping the
daycare open as much as you could, for figuring out daily changes to keep everyone safe, and for
providing the meal service to your families. I feel very lucky that we have found your center for my

daughter until she grows out of it, and on that day, I'll be very sad but grateful for the time we had. And
as I start my studies for a social work degree, I will always keep your kindness in mind."       

"I never imagined a life where I would need financial help, until I had children and realized that child care
is expensive. I am at the top of the eligibility scales right now and I live in fear that I will lose it. Without
the subsidy, I could not afford to send my child to a safe place like MKCCC. The childcare subsidy gives

my children the opportunity to have the best child care here at MKCCC-- not just educationally; they
diagnosed my child's vision problems and ADHD that I didn't see at home and helped them nutritionally.
They've been there for us, especially through the pandemic. They've provided meals for us almost every

day. In September,  I found out I needed to find a place for my children and Dawn said, "You don't need
to worry, we're here, we're always here for you." And I thank you for that. Thank you so much."
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A Word from our Parents
"This past year we have felt especially thankful for the

community MKCCC has given us. Like many families, balancing our family and work during the
pandemic has been extremely challenging and was only possible because MKCCC not only remained

open, but continued to take every precaution to keep our children safe. During such uncertain times, we
have felt extremely fortunate to be part of the MKCCC family, whose teachers have continued to shower

our two children with love and warmth through it all."
 --Allison and Andrew Germansky



Elizabeth Marwell, President

Keira Treanor, Vice President

James Moore, Treasurer

Peter Schwarz, Secretary
 
Soraya Ruiz Abderrashmán
Bob Bass 
Marty Brodbeck 
Sarah Dirsa 
Kathleen Higgins 
Susan Keane 
Antoinette Kelly 
Barbara Klein 
Tony Mamo 
Fran Osborne 
Anne Papaelias 
Doris Seidlitz 

2020 Board of Directors
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Dr. Benedict S. Caterinicchio
Phyllis Wharton Clement

Thomas Coleman
Mary Farley

Dennis Gochuico
Dr. Bruce & Judy Golden

Michael Goodwin, Jr.
Robert Greene
David M. Griff

Nancy Hack
Marian Hamilton

Linda Heath
Jeanne Hinrichs

Dottie Jordan
Wendy Lipp

Linda Mahon
Gretchen Menzies

Martha Nierenberg
Sharon Pollack

Clark Robson
Janet Schloat

Maryann Simpson
Cecily Stone

Beverley & Sabin Streeter
Twink & Jim Wood
Steven Wysmuller

William Zeltner

2020 Advisory Group
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95 Radio Circle, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
914-241-2135 | info@mkccc.org | www.mkccc.org


